Paula Jo Minter Raynes
July 17, 1941 - December 3, 2025

Paula Jo Minter Raynes, longtime resident of Terrell, Texas, passed away
Friday morning, November 28, 2025, surrounded by family at the home of her
daughter Jennifer Rogers in Royse City, Texas.

Paula was born in Pickton, Texas to her parents, Paul and Helen Minter, on
July 17, 1941. She was the third of eight siblings including her older brothers
Pat and Mike, and her younger siblings Price, Bobby, Jack, Patsy and Chuck.
After graduating from high school, Paula attended East Texas State University
where she developed a love of theater and enjoyed participating in theater
activities and plays. She graduated with a degree in speech therapy in 1962,
and later returned to ETSU to earn a Master’s Degree in Elementary
Education in 1979.

Paula married her college sweetheart and the love of her life, Jim Raynes, on
November 17, 1963. The two moved to Terrell in the mid '60s where they
would start their family and continue to live for the remainder of their lives.
Together they had two daughters, Amy and Jennifer, and remained married for
56 years until Jim passed away in 2018. They were longtime members of the
First United Methodist Church in Terrell where Paula taught Sunday School for
decades. Paula also volunteered around Terrell over her years in the
community, including at Terrell State Hospital, various nursing homes, Special
Olympics events, and was one of the founding members of the Kaufman
County Community Theater.

Paula was a public schoolteacher for 39 years, mostly at Terrell ISD, where



she taught several generations of fourth graders. Paula was known for her
active and creative teaching style that incorporated practical and unique
activities including in-class performances and science experiments. Paula was
also known to stay late to help tutor students who needed extra help and
would often take on and mentor students who were rejected from other
classes. Her excellence in her field was recognized when she was named a
finalist for HEB's Texas Teacher of the Year in 2009. Paula also loved her
fellow teachers, many of whom became lifelong friends who helped her and
visited her during her lengthy illness.

After her retirement, Paula opened her own private elementary school,
Raynes Christian Academy, where she taught her final students before full
retirement in the 2010s.

During her later years, Paula was a beloved grandmother to the children of
her daughters, Andrew, Brett, Brandon, and Lauren, all of whom she helped
raise alongside her husband Jim. Even in their teenage years, the children
would visit Paula and Jim on a nearly weekly basis where they would spend
time bonding, sharing, and growing, their lives immeasurably enriched by the
loving, encouraging, and enthusiastic presence of their grandparents.

Paula was preceded in death by both of her parents, Paul and Helen Minter,
her brothers Pat, Mike, Price, Bobby, and Jack, and her beloved husband Jim.
She is survived by her sister Patsy Ramshay, her brother Chuck Minter, her
daughters Amy Fox and Jennifer Rogers, her grandchildren Andrew Burnes,
Brett Fox, Brandon Scoggins and Lauren Fox, and many other beloved
nieces, nephews, family, and friends.

A celebration of life for Paula will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, December 5 at
First United Methodist Church in Terrell. A meal for family members provided
by the church will follow in the Blain Fellowship Hall. In lieu of flowers, her
family is asking that memorial contributions may be made to the First United
Methodist Church of Terrell at https://fumcterrell.churchcenter.com/home or to



St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital at www.stjude.org



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 5. 11:00 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
503 W. College St.
Terrell, TX 75160



Tribute Wall

Max Slayton Funerals and Cremations created a Tribute Video in
% memory of Paula Jo Minter Raynes

Celebrating the Life of

Max Slayton Funerals & Cremations - December 22, 2025 at 01:33 PM

172 files added to the album Memories Album

Max Slayton Funerals & Cremations - December 22, 2025 at 01:33 PM

Amy and Jennifer, | am saddened by the loss of your mom. She was
such a dear person who left me with wonderful memories of my time
spent at your house growing up. I’'m sending you both hugs and
prayers for healing.

Cheryl Howie Tillery - December 05, 2025 at 10:42 AM



Dear Amy,Jennifer,Gregg & family, !
Was so saddened to hear about your sweet

Mama, but Thankful she is no longer suffering
& is reunited with your Dad. She was a \*
special person who meant so much to so

many whether she was your teacher,your friend,your coworker or
your neighbor! She & your Dad were the best neighbors to my
parents for many years & | know their friendship meant a lot! RIP
our dear friend! Keeping all of you in our thoughts and prayers now
& in the days to come!

With Deepest Sympathy,

Karo(Smith) & Wilson Stewart & family

Karo Smith Stewart - December 04, 2025 at 11:52 AM

So many adjectives describe my dear friend, Paula: kind, generous,
fun, creative and dedicated teacher. What a blessing it was to know
you! | enjoyed our Thursday outings, even during Covid when we
sat on your lanai 6 feet apart and ate our What-a-burgers. It was an
honor to be your friend.

Katie Geiger

Katie Geiger - December 04, 2025 at 01:55 AM

May angels encircle our dear friend Paula Raynes as she enters
into that beautiful city and hears Jesus say, "Well done, good and
faithful servant!" What a blessing it was to see her smile and
experience the great love she shared with all of us.

Peter McNabb - December 03, 2025 at 08:50 AM



Pastor Pete, Mom loved you dearly. Thank you for being so good to us
when Dad passed away and for continuing to be there for Mom,; we
remain grateful and feel blessed to have been part of your
congregation. Many Blessings, Amy Raynes Fox

Amy Raynes Fox - December 08, 2025 at 04:10 PM



